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For Youth Initiative
Volunteer Student Placement Posting

	Position Title: Community Engagement Assistant
	Position Location: The Bridge – 1669 Eglinton Ave. West

	No. of Positions: 
	Position Term: September 2011



Organisation Description
For Youth Initiative (FYI) is a non-profit, charitable organization operated by youth, for youth. At FYI we aim to encourage civic engagement and increase access to educational, recreational, economical and cultural opportunities. FYI is committed to provide relevant services that are initiated and managed by local youth in the immediate community. Civic engagement, critical analysis, leadership, youth empowerment, skill building and community building are encouraged and incorporated in all community development work. In full recognition of the barriers to full and equitable participation faced by youth FYI strives to create opportunities that involve youth in community program planning, development, decision- making and implementation.
Position Summary
The purpose of this position is to assist the Community Engagement Coordinator in his/her efforts to build FYI’s capacity to support and facilitate groups events, connect with community agencies, oversee the implementation of community development plans, coordinate advocacy campaigns and act as a liaison between residents, staff, volunteers, partners and other networks. 

The support the Volunteer Community Engagement Assistant will provide is central to FYI’s engagement and partnership with the community – from youth and families, to allied agencies and service providers, educators, advocacy groups, businesses and non-profit funders. 

Main tasks & responsibilities:
Under the direction of the Community Engagement Coordinator, successful candidates will be responsible for executing community outreach to local community agencies in order to create strategic partnerships, and develop action plans to carry out engagement initiatives. Candidates will also be responsible for:
· Communicate with group members on an ongoing basis to support on-going tasks
· Assist with the coordination of events, focus groups and other activities as requested.
· Attend inter-agency meetings and participate in working groups.
· Commit to regular hours as per FYI and academic program needs
Qualifications
· Degree in Social Work or related field and/or experience working in social services such as youth-focused programs or settlement/immigration organizations. MSW preferred. 
· Demonstrated knowledge of issues affecting youth and a strong understanding of equity in immigration and settlement work is required. Lived experiences are welcomed. 
· Previous experience in, and familiarity with, marketing processes, advertising agency relations, media release writing and outreach, especially relating to the non-profit organizations, is desirable
· Excellent organizational skills and the ability to set priorities and meet deadlines.
· Fluency in a language other than English is an asset.

Learning Opportunity
At the end of their placement, successful candidates will have gained first-hand experience of youth and settlement issues in the Toronto area. The candidate will develop strong communication and teamwork skills from their work with community agencies, development of action plans, and coordination of engagement activities. Successful candidates will be able to forward the skills they have learned at FYI to professional careers in social service work or the settlement sector. FYI’s commitment to creating healthy communities and engaging Toronto youth is valuable for candidates seeking to gain knowledge and develop relevant practices for a future in social work.
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